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LADY LAWLEY COTTAGE 
Statement by Member for Cottesloe 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe) [12.53 pm]: This is an important matter about which I have previously written to both 
the Minister for Child Protection and the Minister for Lands, and I take the opportunity to raise the matter again. The 
Australian Red Cross has made the decision to cease operating Lady Lawley Cottage in Cottesloe as a respite care 
centre for children with special support needs. It will be a great shame for families with children with special needs 
to no longer be able to obtain respite care at Lady Lawley Cottage. Hundreds of families have used the facility and it 
is very clear from the many that I have spoken to that no other provider delivers completely duplicate services. 
Lady Lawley Cottage provides intimate and high quality care in an ideal physical environment. The close proximity 
of the beach provides unique recreational opportunities for the children staying there. Lady Lawley Cottage enjoys 
very strong support from the local community. Everyone in Cottesloe sees the cottage staff, especially the children, 
as important members of our community. 
When discussing changes to the strata title laws, I have spoken about the importance of the comfort and security 
that comes from living and being in a place that one knows well. The availability of quality and familiar respite care 
is critical for the mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters and extended families of the affected children. The availability 
of quality respite care gives them the freedom to enjoy a break in their own homes. Equally, the availability of 
quality respite care at Lady Lawley Cottage is important for the very gradual adjustment to future care arrangements 
for special-needs children once their parents or grandparents are no longer able to support them. 
I know that this is a complex issue, but I strongly urge the government to continue supporting Lady Lawley Cottage. 
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